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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rodriguez (2,861,170). 

Rodriguez discloses a portable water heating system, comprising a housing (15), 
a water inlet (29) disposed on the outside of the housing, a first hose nipple (29b) 
adapted to connect a water supply (23), a lining adapted to protect the inside of the 
housing from corrosion (Col. 2, lines 4-5), a heating element (17), a water outlet 
disposed on the outside of the housing and a second hose nipple (29d) attached to the 
water outlet. Thermostat (66) is set to a predetermined point. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rodriguez in view of Alston et al. (4,947,025). 

Rodriguez discloses that the device is supported by pipe (23) and does not 
appear to disclose the use of wheels, handle or mounting interface. However, Alston et 
al. teach the use of wheels (Claim 4) and handle (Claims 5, 6). It would have been 
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obvious to incorporate the teachings of Alston et al. as a means to offer ease in moving 
the portable water heater from location to location. 

Claims 3, 7, 8 and 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rodriguez in view of Alston et al. and further in view of Winter et al. 
(6,628,894). 

Claims 3 and 12 are drawn to the use of ground fault protection and 
high temperature shut-off. Rodriguez discloses use of a thermostat but actually relies 
upon the thermostat as a safety overtemperature device which shuts-off the heating 
circuit (30) when the temperature rises to a predetermined point. Alston et al. teach 
the use of thermostatic control. It would have been obvious to incorporate the 
teachings of Alston et al. as a means to offer the ability to adjust the temperature of 
the water in accordance with the desires of the consumer, for the changing seasons of • 
the weather and as a means to increase design application. See Fig.s 1, 2 and Col. 2, 
line 62 thru Col. 3, line42. Winter et al. teach the use of ground fault protection. It 
would have been obvious to incorporate the teachings of Winter et al. as a means to 
enhance safety to the consumer and increasing applications to more hostile 
environments, by ensuring safety for the user. Winter et al. further teach the use of 
wall mounting (for Claim 7). It would have been obvious to utilize mounting means to 
help place the system at a location wherein it is most desired and so that the system is 
secured for use, thereby increasing applications for the end-product. 

Claims 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rodriguez in view of Nelson (4,974,551). ' 

These set of claims are drawn to use of a double-walled housing. Nelson 
teaches the use of double-walls in a water heating system (see Fig. 8 and Col. 13, lines 
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34 et seq.). It would have been obvious to incorporate the teachings of Nelson as a 
means to offer more durability to the design by protection to the interior tank, but also 
to offer a means to help keep the water in the tank warm longer by insulating the tank 
from the outside environment, thereby increasing efficiency of the system. 

Applicant's arguments have been fully considered and are not persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejections above, have been maintained from the Office Action of 
9/6/2005. The bulk of Applicant's arguments revolve around the interpretation that 
Rodriguez (2,861,170) does not disclose or suggest a "housing adapted to directly hold 
water and to transport water held therein". Applicant relies upon such an 
interpretation since Rodriguez depends upon a connection to a cold water source for a 
supply of water and recites that the connection can support the device, thereby not 
being portable. This line of argument has no merit since the instant Application also 
has a water inlet with a "first hose nipple adapted to connect to a water source". 
Rodriguez discloses a tank (15) which can hold around 2 gallons; the tank has a layer 
of heat-insulating material to retain heat of its water content and there is 
contemplated the use of a plug on the bottom of the tank for cleaning out its interior 
(see Col. 2, lines 3-11). Column 1, lines 26-27 recite that the design is for portable 
shower use. Therefore it is the opinion of the Examiner that Rodriguez indeed meets 
the added claim language of "the housing adapted to be portable to store and 
transport water received therein". As far as the arguments drawn to Claim 2, it is the 
opinion of the Examiner that Rodriguez meets the instant claim language "comprising 
an adjustable thermostatic control controlling the output of the heating element". 
Rodriguez states in Col. 2, lines 62-70, that the thermostat (66) acts to automatically 
open the circuit of the heating coil (30) whenever the temperature rises to a 
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predetermined point. This in the broad reasonable interpretation is an adjustable 
control (since threshold is predetermineable) for the output of the heating element 
(opening the circuit leads to no output) as merely required by the instant Claim 2 
language. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date 
of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire 
later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald W. Leja whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2053. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Sircus can be reached on (571)272-2800. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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